
Page 1 

London Stock Exchange Group  
Supporting Capital Markets Worldwide 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doug Sheffield  
Senior Manager Global Business Development  

London Stock Exchange Group 
 

 

 

 

 



2 

SMEs: Creating Growth 

• SMEs make up the majority of 
businesses in most economies 

• SMEs create employment and 
GDP growth 

• An exchange can help channel 
capital and resources to productive 
private sector initiatives 

— 3,500+ SME companies 
joined since 1995 
 

— £100bn capital raised  
 

— Estimated contribution to 
UK GDP in 2009 £21bn  
 

— Around 570,000 full-time 
equivalent jobs 

 
Source: Grant Thornton Report  

Data as at 2010 

AIM - LSE’s SME market  

SMEs are the drivers of economic growth across developed and developing 

economies 
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Funding Ladder  
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Strategic consideration 

LSEG provides markets and services to support companies throughout their 

funding ladder requirements 

Supporting SMEs funding 

& growth 



Companies to Inspire Series 

London Stock Exchange Group Page 4 

• LSEG’s celebration of some of the 

fastest-growing and most dynamic 

SMEs  

• The series includes Europe and 

Britain  

• March 2017 launched the 

Companies to Inspire Africa 

report 

• Companies to Inspire Africa covers 

343 companies across 43 African 

countries 

 



ELITE Overview 

What? 

ELITE is a programme that helps fast-growing private companies prepare and 

structure for further growth through sharing experiences, access to financing 

opportunities and education 

 

Who? 

ELITE serves the most exciting and ambitious businesses with a strong business 

model, clear growth strategy and the commitment to implement useful changes for 

development. 

 

How? 

ELITE offers an innovative approach through training and access to a diverse 

community of companies, entrepreneurs, investors and corporate advisers  

ELITE accelerates long-term growth by offering access to a diverse network, a range 

of funding options, and a dedicated training programme. 
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Advisers Investors 

Business Schools 

Entrepreneurs Industry experts 

Influencers Institutions 

Public companies 

ELITE 
company 

Throughout their engagement, ELITE companies access a vibrant community 

that facilitates long-term structured engagement  with business and financial 

stakeholders. 

Broad ELITE Community 
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ELITE has over 550 companies enrolled and is growing rapidly 
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150+  

PARTNERS  
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This document has been compiled by the London Stock Exchange plc (the “Exchange”). The Exchange has attempted to ensure that the information in this 
document is accurate, however the information is provided “AS IS” and on an “AS AVAILABLE” basis and may not be accurate or up to date.   
The Exchange does not guarantee the accuracy, timeliness, completeness, performance or fitness for a particular purpose of the document or any of the 
information in it.  The Exchange is not responsible for any third party content which is set out in this document.  No responsibility is accepted by or on behalf of 
the Exchange for any errors, omissions, or inaccurate information in the document. 
No action should be taken or omitted to be taken in reliance upon information in this document.  The Exchange accepts no liability for the results of any action 
taken on the basis of the information in this document.  
All implied warranties, including but not limited to the implied warranties of satisfactory quality, fitness for a particular purpose, non-infringement, compatibility, 
security and accuracy are excluded by the Exchange to the extent that they may be excluded as a matter of law.  Further, the Exchange does not warrant that 
the document is error free or that any defects will be corrected. 
To the extent permitted by applicable law, the Exchange expressly disclaims all liability howsoever arising whether in contract, tort (or deceit) or otherwise 
(including, but not limited to, liability for any negligent act or omissions) to any person in respect of any claims or losses of any nature, arising directly or 
indirectly from: (i) anything done or the consequences of anything done or omitted to be done wholly or partly in reliance upon the whole or any part of the 
contents of this document, and (ii) the use of any data or materials in this document. 
Information in this document is not offered as advice on any particular matter and must not be treated as a substitute for specific advice.  In particular 
information in the document does not constitute professional, financial or investment advice and must not be used as a basis for making investment decisions 
and is in no way intended, directly or indirectly, as an attempt to market or sell any type of financial instrument.  Advice from a suitably qualified professional 
should always be sought in relation to any particular matter or circumstances. 
The contents of this document do not constitute an invitation to invest in shares of the Exchange, or constitute or form a part of any offer for the sale or 
subscription of, or any invitation to offer to buy or subscribe for, any securities or other financial instruments, nor should it or any part of it form the basis of, or 
be relied upon in any connection with any contract or commitment whatsoever. 
London Stock Exchange and the London Stock Exchange coat of arms device are registered trade marks of London Stock Exchange plc. Other logos, 
organisations and company names referred to may be the trade marks of their respective owners. 
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